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Competition Overview

The Prime Lamb Carcase Awards were introduced by The 
Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria in 2002 to recognise 
excellence in prime lamb production within the commercial 
sector. The objectives of the program are as follows:

•	 �To identify and reward commercial prime lamb producers 
who demonstrate excellence within the sheep meat 
industry and meet export market specifications. 

•	 �To stimulate interest and encourage production systems 
which improve prime lamb production.

•	 �To utilise technology that provides informative feedback to 
producers on prime lamb carcase quality and yield.

•	 �To provide prime lamb producers with the opportunity to 
benchmark their flock within the industry. 

Entry Requirements

Entry to the competition requires consignments to be at least 
200 lambs and within the 20-30kg carcase weight range. These 
consignments are processed at Castricum Brothers abattoir 
in Dandenong and assessed using the Australian-developed 
electronic carcase evaluation system, VIAscan. 

Judging Process 

The VIAscan evaluation system is utilised in objective prime 
lamb carcase assessment and feedback systems and enables 
the distinction between lambs with comparatively more meat 
than lambs of the same weight that are fattier and lower 
yielding. Measurements are achieved through assessing 
the lean meat yield based on carcase weight, loin content, 
estimated fat depth and distribution through video image 
analysis. Outstanding carcases will achieve both high carcase 
weight and lean meat yield and are rewarded due to the high 
processing efficiency they present. 

Using a grid system which incorporates Carcase Weight, Lean 
Meat Yield (%) and adjustments for above average Meat Yield 
scores, carcases are either determined to be discount, at par 
value or premium. Discounts and premiums are kept constant 
and issued at plus or minus $0.20/kg based on par value. Par 
value is not a fixed price and can vary depending on the time of 
year or season. 

After all carcases in a consignment have been categorised as 
discount, par value or premium the average price per carcase is 
determined. This average price per carcase is then compared 
with the standard ‘Over the Hooks’ payment and is referred to 
as the ‘Over the Hooks Comparison’. The difference between 
these two values is the total premium return per carcase. 

The consignment achieving the highest total premium return 
per carcase will be determined the winner of the RASV Prime 
Lamb Carcase Awards.

Overview
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2009 awards winners and results
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Figure 1. Carcase Weight (kg) vs. Lean Meat Yield (%)

The correlation between Carcase Weight (kg) and Lean Meat Yield 
(%) is evident. As Carcase Weight increases the percentage of Lean 
Meat Yield tends to decrease, due to carcases generally becoming 
fattier with increased weight.

The winning consignment attained one of the highest Lean Meat 
Yield percentage relative to its Carcase Weight and was therefore 
rewarded by the grid system which awards premiums over par value 
based on heavier Carcase Weights and higher Lean Meat Yield (%).

Carcase Weight and Lean Meat Yield

First Place �DW & RM Muir	  
Hexam, VIC

Sire: Texel

Dam: Border Leicester / Merino / Texel

Average Carcase Weight (kg): 26.28

Average Lean Meat Yield (%): 55.50

$4.09 Total Premium per Carcase

Second Place �Basil Jorgensen 
Antwerp, VIC

Sire: Texel

Dam: East Friesian / Merino / Texel

Average Carcase Weight (kg): 25.72

Average Lean Meat Yield (%): 55.70

$3.89 Total Premium per Carcase

Third Place DJ & VB Ware 
Warrong, VIC

Sire: Texel

Dam: East Friesian / Texel

Average Carcase Weight (kg): 23.88

Average Lean Meat Yield (%): 56.70

$3.79 Total Premium per Carcase

Award Winners 

Results
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Results
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The figures demonstrate that there is little to no correlation 
directly between Carcase Weight (kg) and the Premium (c/kg) 
assigned to the consignments. It is a misconception that heavier 
carcases will always attract a higher c/kg premium and the wide 
data spread supports this. As carcases get heavier they may 
also be fattier which reduces their value on a c/kg basis, as fat 
has to be trimmed resulting in discounts from par value. The 
winning consignment exhibits a premium much greater than 
others within the same weight range, indicating that although it is 
heavier it is comprised of a greater percentage of lean meat.

Carcase Weight and Premium

Figure 2. Carcase Weight (kg) vs. Premium (c/kg)

The winning consignment received a premium of 16 c/kg and a 
Lean Meat Yield of 14.6 kg. It bettered the premiums received 
by other consignments because it was comparatively higher 
yielding. The consignments below the trend line attained a lower 
premium as the percentage of Lean Meat Yield per kilogram of 
Carcase Weight was relatively low.

Carcase Lean Meat Yield (kg) and Premium (c/kg)

Figure 4. Lean Meat Yield (kg) vs. Premium (c/kg)

A strong correlation is apparent between Lean Meat Yield (%) 
and the Premium (c/kg) obtained. Consequently high-yielding 
carcases are financially awarded per unit of carcase weight.

The winning consignment consisted of lambs with a high Lean 
Meat Yield (%) and Carcase Weight resulting in the consignment 
achieving the highest average premium per carcase ($4.09).

Carcase Lean Meat Yield (%) and Premium (c/kg)

Figure 3. Lean Meat Yield (%) vs. Premium (c/kg)
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Entrant ID Sire Dam Qty Date Processed Carcase Weight 
(kg)

Lean Meat Yield 
%

Lean Meat Yield 
(kg)

Premium per 
Carcase ($) Premium (c/kg)

23 Texel Border Leicester / Merino / Texel 301 23/11/09 26.28 55.5% 14.6 4.09 0.16

5 Texel Texel / East Friesian / Merino 250 26/02/09 25.72 55.7% 14.3 3.89 0.15

29 Texel East Friesian / Texel 351 21/12/09 23.88 56.7% 13.5 3.79 0.16

7 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 460 4/03/09 22.12 56.8% 12.6 3.57 0.16

2 White Suffolk Merino 209 18/02/09 22.79 56.2% 12.8 3.52 0.15

4 Dorset / East Friesian Dorset / East Friesian / Merino 259 25/02/09 23.84 55.3% 13.2 3.16 0.13

11 SAMM Merino 332 9/04/09 23.08 55.4% 12.8 2.93 0.13

9 Poll Dorset Merino 235 18/03/09 24.86 54.9% 13.6 2.87 0.12

22
Coopworth / East Friesian 

/ Poll Dorset
Coopworth / East Friesian / Poll Dorset 660 19/11/09 24.49 55.2% 13.5 2.86 0.12

16 Dorper Dorper 440 12/08/09 22.65 55.5% 12.6 2.75 0.12

20 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 252 17/11/09 23.34 55.6% 13.0 2.75 0.12

27 Poll Dorset — 312 30/11/09 25.95 54.2% 14.1 2.71 0.10

15 SAMM Merino 404 4/08/09 23.43 55.2% 12.9 2.70 0.12

13 White Suffolk Border Leicester 616 23/04/09 24.67 54.7% 13.5 2.57 0.10

12 Poll Dorset / White Suffolk Merino 213 15/04/09 27.09 55.0% 14.9 2.42 0.09

26 Composite Composite 378 27/11/09 22.52 55.4% 12.5 2.28 0.10

10 Texel / Dorset East Friesian / Coopworth 253 20/03/09 25.07 54.0% 13.5 2.13 0.08

24 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 470 24/11/09 24.97 54.3% 13.6 2.07 0.08

1 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 369 21/01/09 26.39 53.5% 14.1 1.98 0.07

6 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 298 26/02/09 21.09 55.6% 11.7 1.93 0.09

30 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 264 21/12/09 25.05 54.0% 13.5 1.81 0.07

3 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 276 23/02/09 24.46 54.3% 13.3 1.78 0.07

8 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 290 12/03/09 22.06 55.0% 12.1 1.78 0.08

18 Poll Dorset First Cross 412 16/11/09 27.68 53.1% 14.7 1.53 0.06

14 Border / East Friesian Merino 465 1/05/09 22.83 54.6% 12.5 1.43 0.06

17 White Suffolk Merino 233 27/08/09 21.31 55.4% 11.8 1.40 0.07

19 Suffolk / Dorset First Cross 357 16/11/09 24.33 54.4% 13.2 1.40 0.06

21 Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 314 17/11/09 24.64 53.9% 13.3 1.38 0.06

28 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 205 1/12/09 22.28 54.9% 12.2 1.38 0.06

25 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 350 26/11/09 23.90 54.3% 13.0 1.35 0.06

Summary of Entries

Summary of 2009 Prime lamb Entries



7

Entrant ID Sire Dam Qty Date Processed Carcase Weight 
(kg)

Lean Meat Yield 
%

Lean Meat Yield 
(kg)

Premium per 
Carcase ($) Premium (c/kg)

23 Texel Border Leicester / Merino / Texel 301 23/11/09 26.28 55.5% 14.6 4.09 0.16

5 Texel Texel / East Friesian / Merino 250 26/02/09 25.72 55.7% 14.3 3.89 0.15

29 Texel East Friesian / Texel 351 21/12/09 23.88 56.7% 13.5 3.79 0.16

7 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 460 4/03/09 22.12 56.8% 12.6 3.57 0.16

2 White Suffolk Merino 209 18/02/09 22.79 56.2% 12.8 3.52 0.15

4 Dorset / East Friesian Dorset / East Friesian / Merino 259 25/02/09 23.84 55.3% 13.2 3.16 0.13

11 SAMM Merino 332 9/04/09 23.08 55.4% 12.8 2.93 0.13

9 Poll Dorset Merino 235 18/03/09 24.86 54.9% 13.6 2.87 0.12

22
Coopworth / East Friesian 

/ Poll Dorset
Coopworth / East Friesian / Poll Dorset 660 19/11/09 24.49 55.2% 13.5 2.86 0.12

16 Dorper Dorper 440 12/08/09 22.65 55.5% 12.6 2.75 0.12

20 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 252 17/11/09 23.34 55.6% 13.0 2.75 0.12

27 Poll Dorset — 312 30/11/09 25.95 54.2% 14.1 2.71 0.10

15 SAMM Merino 404 4/08/09 23.43 55.2% 12.9 2.70 0.12

13 White Suffolk Border Leicester 616 23/04/09 24.67 54.7% 13.5 2.57 0.10

12 Poll Dorset / White Suffolk Merino 213 15/04/09 27.09 55.0% 14.9 2.42 0.09

26 Composite Composite 378 27/11/09 22.52 55.4% 12.5 2.28 0.10

10 Texel / Dorset East Friesian / Coopworth 253 20/03/09 25.07 54.0% 13.5 2.13 0.08

24 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 470 24/11/09 24.97 54.3% 13.6 2.07 0.08

1 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 369 21/01/09 26.39 53.5% 14.1 1.98 0.07

6 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 298 26/02/09 21.09 55.6% 11.7 1.93 0.09

30 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 264 21/12/09 25.05 54.0% 13.5 1.81 0.07

3 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 276 23/02/09 24.46 54.3% 13.3 1.78 0.07

8 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 290 12/03/09 22.06 55.0% 12.1 1.78 0.08

18 Poll Dorset First Cross 412 16/11/09 27.68 53.1% 14.7 1.53 0.06

14 Border / East Friesian Merino 465 1/05/09 22.83 54.6% 12.5 1.43 0.06

17 White Suffolk Merino 233 27/08/09 21.31 55.4% 11.8 1.40 0.07

19 Suffolk / Dorset First Cross 357 16/11/09 24.33 54.4% 13.2 1.40 0.06

21 Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 314 17/11/09 24.64 53.9% 13.3 1.38 0.06

28 White Suffolk Merino / Border Leicester 205 1/12/09 22.28 54.9% 12.2 1.38 0.06

25 Poll Dorset Merino / Border Leicester 350 26/11/09 23.90 54.3% 13.0 1.35 0.06

Summary of Entries



8

Year Place Carcase Weight (kg) Lean Meat Yield % Lean Meat Yield (kg)
Premium per 
Carcase ($)

Premium (c/kg)

2009 average 24.09 54.9 13.2 $2.41 0.10

2009 1st 26.28 55.5 14.6 $4.09 0.16

2009 2nd 25.72 55.7 14.3 $3.89 0.15

2009 3rd 23.88 56.7 13.5 $3.79 0.16

2008 average 24.27 55.3 13.4 $2.92 0.12

2008 1st 25.15 57.2 14.4 $4.43 0.18

2008 2nd 23.34 57 13.3 $4.01 0.17

2008 3rd 24.67 55.8 13.8 $3.70 0.15

2007 average 24.66 54.8 13.5 $2.64 0.11

2007 1st 26.50 55.7 14.7 $4.48 0.17

2007 2nd 26.52 55.4 14.7 $4.32 0.16

2007 3rd 25.29 55.9 14.1 $4.30 0.17

2006 average 24.11 55.1 13.3 $2.61 0.11

2006 1st 26.09 56.3 14.7 $4.53 0.17

2006 2nd 24.67 57.3 14.1 $4.32 0.18

2006 3rd 23.86 57.3 13.7 $4.12 0.17

Trading Name Town State

JM Hiscock Kilmore VIC

JM Pickup Ghin Ghin via Yea VIC

Limia Park Pastoral Benalla VIC

MB & BM O’Sullivan Baynton VIC

Momala Farms Berrigan NSW

Motueka Pastoral Tatyoon VIC

PD & B Fitzgibbon Mortlake VIC

Phillip Crabtree Goroke VIC

Richard Marshall Berrigan NSW

SJ & LJ Poole Berrimal VIC

T & J Demeo Raywood VIC

Trevor Conner Beremboke VIC

Uondo Pastoral Company Kerang VIC

Warooka Pastoral Co Melville Forest VIC

Worner RC & Co Wombat NSW

Trading Name Town State

AJ & SE Baillieu Derrinallum VIC

Basil Jorgensen Antwerp VIC

Berachaii Holdings Hamilton VIC

Cluan Farming Trust Rainbow VIC

CR & MM Rickard Curyo VIC

DJ & VB Ware Warrong VIC

DL & JL Lewis Melville Forest VIC

Dobikin Pastoral Company Bellata NSW

DW & RM Muir Hexham VIC

Eagle Hill Family Trust Wilcannia NSW

GJ & GJ Brunt Finley NSW

GJ & RM Griffiths Mildura VIC

II & PE Hocking Lucindale SA

IK & SM Agnew Penola SA

List of Exhibitors

Results and exhibitors

Comparative Results from 2006 to 2009

The table above shows the averages and winning results for the past four years of the Prime Lamb Carcase Awards. The 2009 average 
carcase weight has slightly decreased since 2007 as has the average lean meat yield percentage since 2008. The combination of the 
carcase weight and the lean meat yield percentage for 2009 has seen the premium paid per kilo decrease in comparison to previous 
years. Consequently producers have received lower premiums per carcase. 




