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2010 IMPORTANT DATES FOR ALL SECTIONS 
 
Entries Open: Thursday 1 July 2010 
 
Entries Close: Thursday 29 July 2010  
 
Exhibits to be delivered between: Monday 9 August to Friday 13 August  
 
Enquiries: Kerry James (03) 9281 7435 
kerry.james@rasv.com.au 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS  
 
Tuesday 21 September 2010 
 
Presentation of Awards will include a tasting of selected award winning products 
 
Enquiries: (03) 9281 7444 
events@rasv.com.au 
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INFORMATION FOR ROYAL MELBOURNE FINE FOOD AWARDS EXHIBITORS 

APPLICATION FOR ENTRY 
ENTRY FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 4.00PM ON THURSDAY 29 JULY 2010. 
ENTRIES MUST BE MADE BY completing the official entry form. 
Entry fee(s) must accompany the official entry form. No entry will be accepted until receipt of the entry fee is received in full. 
Cheque, Mastercard or Visa  payments are all accepted.   
Please make cheques payable to The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Ltd.  Please note that we do not accept AMEX. 
 
ENTRY FEE PER EXHIBIT IS $65.00 incl GST   
Please note entry fees will not be refunded. 
Entry forms can be submitted by mail or faxed to: 
Kerry James 
Competition Manager 
Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards  
RASV Centre, Melbourne Showgrounds 
Epsom Road, Ascot Vale, VIC 3032 
Fax (03) 9281 7535 

DELIVERY OF EXHIBITS 
Exhibits must be received between Monday 9 August and Friday 13 August 2010 by courier or personal delivery between the hours 
of 9.00 am to 4.00 pm, and addressed to: 
 
Kerry James 
Competition Manager 
Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards  
Building 10, Melbourne Showgrounds 
Via Gate 5, Langs Road 
Ascot Vale, VIC 3032 
 
Delivery of exhibits will be confirmed by email when received.  Exhibitors will be advised prior to the close of delivery dates if 
exhibits have not been received. 
Please note exhibits which require refrigeration will be done so upon delivery, please ensure your exhibit is clearly identified if 
refrigeration is required. 
 
Under no circumstances will the Society, its officers or employees be responsible for the late, non or mis-delivery of any exhibit(s). 

JUDGING 
Judging will be held from 16 to 20 August 2010. 

AWARDS PRESENTATION 
The Presentation of Awards will be held on Tuesday 21 September 2010 at the Royal Melbourne Show, Melbourne Showgrounds. 
Guests will have the opportunity to taste a selection of the award winning products. 
 
Enquiries: (03) 9281 7444 
E-mail: events@rasv.com.au 
 

FINE FOOD TROPHY PRESENTATION AND PRODUCT SAMPLING 

Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards Presentation Lunch: Exhibitors with Gold winning products will be contacted 
by the RASV to supply, at their own expense, product for consumption at the Fine Food Trophy Awards Presentation 
Luncheon to be held on 21 September, 2010. Gold winning products will be used as featured items on the menu at 
this event. 

Wine Communicators of Australia Trophy Luncheon: Exhibitors with Trophy winning products in the Cheese 
category will be contacted by Wine Communicators of Australia to provide cheese to feature at the Royal Melbourne 
Wine Show Trophy Award Luncheon to be held on 22 October, 2010. 

Royal Melbourne Show: Exhibitors who have won awards during the 2010 Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards will 
have the opportunity to have their product showcased, at their own expense, during the 2010 Royal Melbourne Show 
with tastings on the Royal Melbourne Fine Food Masterclass stage or in the associated Fine Food displays.  
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TROPHIES FOR ALL SECTIONS 

Trophies will be awarded to highest scoring Gold medal 

PREMIER’S TROPHY  
Awarded to the Highest Scoring Victorian Produce in Show. To be eligible for the Premier’s Trophy, the exhibit must be 100% grown 
and produced in Victoria. 
 

CHOCOLATE SECTION 
 

CHAMPION CHOCOLATE BLOCK - Classes 1 to 6 

CHAMPION CHOCOLATE BAR - Classes 7 to 8 

CHAMPION BOXED ASSORTED - Classes 9 to 14 

CHAMPION PACKAGING - Class 15 

DAIRY & NON BOVINE SECTION 
CHAMPION BUTTER - Classes 51 & 52 

CHAMPION FRESH CHEESE - Classes 53 to 59 
CHAMPION MOULD SURFACE RIPENED CHEESE - Class 60 
CHAMPION SOFT WASHED RIND CHEESE - Class 61 
CHAMPION BLUE CHEESE - Class 62 
CHAMPION SEMI HARD CHEESE - Classes 63 to 64 
CHAMPION CHEDDAR STYLE - Classes 65 to 74 
CHAMPION HARD CHEESE - Classes 75 & 76 
CHAMPION NON BOVINE - Classes 53 to 76 
CHAMPION YOGHURT - Classes 77 to 81 
CHAMPION CREAM - Classes 82 to 85 
CHAMPION MILK - Classes 86 & 87 
CHAMPION ICE CREAM - Classes 88 to 91 
CHAMPION GELATO - Class 92 
CHAMPION PACKAGING - Class 93 

EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL SECTION 
CHAMPION BOUTIQUE OIL - Classes 150 to 153 
CHAMPION COMMERCIAL OIL - Classes 154 to 159 

CHAMPION SINGLE ESTATE GROWN OIL - Classes 160 to162 

CHAMPION PACKAGING - Class 163 

DELICATESSEN SECTION 
CHAMPION DIP - Classes 251 to 256 

CHAMPION TABLE OLIVE - Classes 257 to 260 

CHAMPION SMALL GOODS - Classes 261 to 269 

CHAMPION FLAVOURED OIL - Class 270 

CHAMPION PACKAGING - Class 271 

PRESERVES SECTION 

CHAMPION PRESERVE SWEET - Classes 201 to 207 

CHAMPION PRESERVE SAVOURY - Classes 208 to 214 

CHAMPION PACKAGING - Class 215 
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CHOCOLATE SECTION 
CLASSES OF ENTRY  
Exhibits must be submitted without Commercial Branding or 
Labelling with the exception of Classes 9 to 14. 
There is no limit on the number of entries per class.  

CHOCOLATE BLOCKS  

  Minimum required 3 blocks at 70g – 250g each 
Fillings & inclusions must be stated 

CLASS 1 - Milk Chocolate filled block 
 

CLASS 2 - White Chocolate filled block 
 

CLASS 3 -  Dark Chocolate filled block 
 

CLASS 4 -  Milk Chocolate with inclusions 
 

CLASS 5 - White Chocolate with inclusions 
 

CLASS 6 -  Dark Chocolate with inclusions 
 

CHOCOLATE BARS  
Minimum required 6 consumer samples of each line 

CLASS 7 - Whipped Bars/Aerated–honeycomb,  
nougat, marshmallow etc 
 

CLASS 8 - Solid nut based filling 
 

BOXED ASSORTED 
Minimum required 2 consumer box samples  

Exhibits may include pralines, truffles, dipped and coated 
chocolate 

CLASS 9 - Boxed Chocolates assortment  
(Minimum six varieties) 
 

CLASS 10 - Boxed Chocolates single variety 
 

CLASS 11 - Chocolate Truffles single variety 
 

CLASS 12 - Competitors choice hand dipped or enrobed 
chocolates identical 
 

CLASS 13 - Competitors choice moulded chocolate filling 
 

CLASS 14 - Competitors choice innovative chocolates identical 
 

PACKAGING 

CLASS 15 - Retail packaging of product 
 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
Entries 
Entries must be made on the official Entry Form and must be submitted by the 
Closing Date and be accompanied by the applicable entry fee for each exhibit. 

Exhibitors must state: 
(a) the class entered into; 
(b) product commercial brand name; 
(c) particulars of exhibit; 

Each Exhibitor must sign the entry's declaration section certifying that each exhibit 
entered is representative of a commercially available product. 
All exhibits must be 100% Australian produced. 
An exhibit can only be entered once into the Royal Melbourne Fine Food 
Awards. 
There is no limit to the number of exhibits an Exhibitor can enter provided each 
exhibit is a different product. Exhibits must be submitted without Commercial 
Branding or Labelling with the exception of classes 9 to 14. 
 

SCORING CRITERIA  
 
Flavour and Aroma   40    
Colour   20  
Texture/Body   20    
True to Description   10    
Finish   10      

    

Maximum possible total                     100 points   
 
AWARDS 
 
Gold        95 - 100 points 
Silver        90 - 94.5 points 
Bronze        85 - 89.5 points 
 
 
PACKAGING AWARD SECTION 
(Please note: Entries into the Packaging Awards Sections are not 
eligible for the Premier’s Trophy) 
 
Packaging Aesthetics    50 
Product Information   25 
Utility Of Packaging   25 
 
Maximum possible total          100 points 
 
 

Gold              95 -100  points  
Silver              90 - 94.5 points  
Bronze              85 - 89.5 points  



 
ROYAL MELBOURNE FINE FOOD AWARDS

 

11 
 

DELICATESSEN SECTION 

CLASSES OF ENTRY 
Exhibits must be submitted without Commercial Branding or 
Labelling. 
There is no limit on the number of entries per class.  
DIPS 
Minimum required 2 samples 
CLASS 251 - Hommus 
 

CLASS 252 - Tzatziki 
 

CLASS 253 - Seafood 
 

CLASS 254 - Baba Ghanoush 
 

CLASS 255 - Vegetable 
 

CLASS 256 - Pesto 
 

TABLE OLIVES 
Minimum required 100 olives in 2 separate containers 
CLASS 257 - Green Olives, plain, whole pitted not stuffed 
 

CLASS 258 - Black Olives all varieties except Kalamata & 
California Ripe processed. Plain, pitted but not stuffed or sliced 
 

CLASS 259 - Kalamata Olives - Whole 
 

CLASS 260 - Spiced and specialty treated olives including pitted, 
slices and stuffed. California ripe excluded 
 

SMALL GOODS 
Minimum required 2 samples 
CLASS 261 - Traditional Salami – smoked, natural casing 
 

CLASS 262 - Traditional Salami – non smoked, natural casing 
 

CLASS 263 - Traditional Salami – smoked, artificial permeable 
casing 
 

CLASS 264 - Traditional Salami – non smoked, artificial 
permeable casing 
 

HAM 
Minimum required one 
CLASS 265 - Shoulder Ham – one, bone in shoulder, easy carve 
rind on, smoked and fully cooked 
 

CLASS 266 - Ham, one bone in, rind on, smoked fully cooked 
 

CLASS 267 - Leg Ham, one whole piece, boneless, rind on, 
framed in casing, cured, smoked and fully cooked  
 

GOURMET MEAT PRODUCTS 
Minimum required 2 samples 
 

CLASS 268 - Pate, flavour and meat to be nominated eg duck 
liver, Grand Marnier etc 
 

CLASS 269 - Terrine, flavour and meat to be nominated 
 

FLAVOURED OIL 
Minimum required 2 x 500ml 
CLASS 270 - Flavored Oil, flavour to be stated on entry form 
 

PACKAGING 
CLASS 271 - Retail packaging of product  
 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
Entries 
Entries must be made on the official Entry Form and must be submitted by the 
Closing Date and be accompanied by the applicable entry fee for each exhibit. 
Each Exhibitor must sign the entry's declaration section certifying that each Exhibit 
entered is representative of a commercially available product. 
All exhibits must be 100% Australian produced.  
An Exhibit can only be entered once into the Royal Melbourne Fine Food 
Awards. 
There is no limit to the number of Exhibits an Exhibitor can enter provided each 
Exhibit is a different product. 
Exhibits will be refrigerated in accordance with health regulations until a 
suitable time prior the judging. 
Exhibits must comply with the Australian New Zealand Food Standards Code for 
meat and meat products as currently published in the Food Standards Gazette. 

Table Olive Entries  
Entries must be commercially available. 
Entries must be 100% Australian Produced.  
Entries must be sound and free from spoilage.  
Awards will be made after winning entries have been subjected to chemical and 
microbiological testing to ensure that they are suitable for human consumption. 
The judges reserve the right to disqualify any entry deemed not suitable for 
human consumption.  
Entries must comprise of at least 100 table olives in each of two adequately 
sealed containers.  
The Competition Manager reserves the right to restructure the classes to 
accommodate the entries submitted and to not make awards in any particular 
class if deemed appropriate.  
The exhibitor agrees to accede to any reasonable request by the organising 
committee to prove that any exhibit submitted by them is commercially available 
in Australia in the volume specified on the Entry Form.  
The table olives will be assessed on the following characteristics: absence of 
blemishes, colour, good flesh texture, acidity & saltiness, true to description and 
flavour.  
Size: The olive’s suitability for table consumption is a function of its size, which 
is important to presentation. Olives between 4g and 7g (140 to 250 olives per 
kg or PPK) are considered medium-sized. While those weighing over 7g (>140 
PPK) are Queen sized.  
Pit or Stone: The pit should come away easily from the flesh and a flesh to pit 
ratio of 5 to 1 is acceptable; the higher this ratio the better the commercial value 
of the olives.  
Skin: The skin of the fruit should be fine, yet elastic and resistant to blows and 
to the action of alkalis and brine.  
Flesh: Should be firm but not woody. Green olives should have firm, crisp flesh, 
ripe or black olives will have softer flesh due to the fruit being at a more mature 
stage than green olives.  
Oil Content: Oil content should be as low as possible because in many cases it 
impairs the keeping properties and consistency of the processed fruit. Only in 
certain types of black olives is a medium to high oil content desirable.  
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SCORING CRITERIA 
  
DIPS 
Flavour and Aroma                                          40  
Colour     20  
Texture/Body     20  
True to Description     10  
Finish     10  
Maximum possible total    100 points 

TABLE OLIVES 
Absence of Blemishes    10 
Colour      10 
Good flesh texture    10 
Acid & salt balance     10  
True to Description    30 
Flavour      30 
Maximum possible total    100 points 

SMALL GOODS, HAM & GOURMET & MEAT 
PRODUCTS 
Flavour       40   
Colour       10  
Texture & firmness     20  
True to description     20  
Presentation      10   
Maximum possible total     100 points 

FLAVOURED OILS 
Flavour and Aroma       40  
Colour       20  
Texture/Body       20  
True to Description       10  
Finish       10  
Maximum possible total    100 points 

AWARDS 

Gold     95 - 100 points 
Silver     90 - 94.5 points 
Bronze     85 - 89.5 points 

PACKAGING AWARD SECTION 
(Please note: Entries into the Packaging Award Section are not 
eligible for the Premier’s Trophy) 

Packaging Aesthetics    50 
Product Information   25 
Utility of Packaging   25 

Maximum possible total               100 points 

Gold              95 -100 points  
Silver              90 - 94.5 points  
Bronze               85 - 89.5 points  
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PRESERVES SECTION 

CLASSES OF ENTRY 
Exhibits must be submitted without Commercial Branding or 
Labelling. 
There is no limit on the number of entries per class.  
 

PRESERVE – SWEET 

Minimum required 2 samples  
CLASS 201 - Mixed Berry Jam 
 

CLASS 202 - Strawberry Jam 
 

CLASS 203 - Raspberry Jam 
 

CLASS 204 - Jam flavour not specified 
 

CLASS 205 - Marmalade 
 

CLASS 206 - Pastes  
 

CLASS 207 – Jellies/Sauces 
 

PRESERVE – SAVOURY 

Minimum required 2 samples 
CLASS 208 - Chutney 
 

CLASS 209 - Relish 
 

CLASS 210 - Mustard 
 

CLASS 211 – Dressings,  Marinades & Vinegars 
 

CLASS 212 - Pastes  
 

CLASS 213 - Jelly 
 

CLASS 214 - Sauces  
 

PACKAGING 
CLASS 215 - Retail packaging of product  
 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
Entries 
Entries must be made on the official Entry Form  and must be submitted by the 
Closing Date and be accompanied by the applicable entry fee for each exhibit. 
Each Exhibitor must sign the entry declaration section certifying that each Exhibit 
entered is representative of a commercially available product. 
All exhibits must be 100% Australian produced. 
An Exhibit can only be entered once into the Royal Melbourne Fine Food 
Awards. 
There is no limit to the number of Exhibits an Exhibitor can enter provided each 
Exhibit is a different product. 

JUDGING CRITEREA 
Flavour and Aroma   40  
Colour     20  
Texture & Body    20  
True to Description    10  
Finish      10  

Maximum possible total          100 points 

Gold              95 - 100 points  
Silver              90 - 94.5 points  
Bronze              85 - 89.5 points  

PACKAGING AWARD SECTION 
(Please note: Entries into the Packaging Award Section are not 
eligible for the Premier’s Trophy) 

Packaging Aesthetics    50 
Product Information   25 
Utility Of Packaging   25 

Maximum possible total             100 points 

Gold              95 -100 points  
Silver              90 - 94.5 points  
Bronze              85 - 89.5 points  
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CONDITIONS OF ENTRY  
SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL 
SECTIONS 
 
101. The General Regulations appearing in this Entry Booklet form part of the 

conditions of entry. In the event of any inconsistency between the 
General Regulations and these conditions, the General Regulations shall 
prevail to the extent of the inconsistency unless the General Regulations 
provide otherwise.  

102. The following Regulations and any other conditions, rules or guidelines, 
which may be expressed to apply in respect of either judging or the 
awarding of prizes in the Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards - shall be 
read subject to General Regulation 10 and shall in no way be construed 
as limiting the discretion of judges to award prizes as and when they 
think fit.  

103. There is no limit to the number of entries an exhibitor may submit in any 
one class.  

Labelling of exhibits 
104. Labelling of Exhibits 
  All Exhibits must bear labels (Exhibitors will be notified directly regarding 

class and Exhibit numbers after entries have been processed) which show: 
(a) the year of the competition; 
(b) class number; 
(c) sub-class if applicable; 
(d) Exhibit number; 

It is very important that all exhibits are labelled with the above details. 
The RASV will not supply labels. You will be notified by email advising 
your exhibit number. 

Australian Food Standards 
105 All entries must comply with Export and/or Local State standards (Model 

Food Act) or entries will be automatically disqualified. 
Entries 
106. Entries must be made on the official Entry Form  and must be submitted by 

the Closing Date and be accompanied by the applicable entry fee for each 
exhibit. 
Exhibitors must state: 

(a) the class to be competed for; 
(b) product commercial brand name; 
(c) Particulars of Exhibit; 
(d) Ingredients 

Each Exhibitor must sign the entry declaration section certifying that each 
Exhibit entered is representative of a commercially available product. 

 All exhibits must be 100% Australian origin. 
 An Exhibit can only be entered once into the Royal Melbourne Fine Food 

Awards. 
There is no limit to the number of Exhibits an Exhibitor can enter 
provided each Exhibit is a different product. 
Exhibits must be submitted without Commercial Branding or Labelling. 

Product samples – Exhibits 
107. All exhibits become the property of the Society. 
108.  Without prejudice to the General Regulations, the Society accepts no 

responsibility for the loss or damage to any exhibit, whether occurring 
before, during or after the show. 

109. Inspection of Exhibits 
The Organising Committee may nominate a person or persons to inspect 
and/or analyse any Exhibit to verify that it meets the relevant conditions 
for the class in which it was exhibited, and that the product held by the 
Exhibitor represents the Exhibit provided for judging. The Exhibitor must 
permit the nominated person or persons to take samples of the product if 
so requested. 
Any inspection and/or analysis is to be conducted within four (4) weeks of 
the announcement of the Awards. The nominated person or persons 
appointed to carry out the inspection and/or analysis must make a written 
report to the Organising Committee. Should the inspection and/or 
analysis prove that the Exhibit for that class is incorrect; all awards for 
that Exhibit shall be forfeited. 

110. Access to Exhibits 
Except for the Chief Stewards or their nominee/s, no person will be 
permitted access to the Exhibits until after the judging is completed. 

111.  Compliance of Exhibits 
        An Exhibitor may only enter Exhibits which: 

(a) comply in all respects with the criteria established by the Regulations 
for entry in the relevant class; 

(b) are the bona fide property of the Exhibitor; and represent the 
product listed on the entry form. 

112.  Without prejudice to the General Regulations, the Society accepts no 
responsibility for the loss of or damage to any exhibit, whether 
occurring before, during or after the Show. 

Judging 
113.  Interference by Exhibitor 

An Exhibitor, their invitees or agents, must not consult, influence or 
interfere with a Judge or attempt to consult, influence or interfere with a 
Judge or do any other thing which may interfere with the Judge’s freedom 
of choice or judgement. 

114. Disqualification of Exhibit 
       The Chairman of Judges, in consultation with the Judges, will have the 

power to disqualify or dismiss, as being ineligible for judging, any Exhibit 
which, in their opinion, does not comply with the Regulations in every 
respect, and such disqualification will be final. 

115. Forfeiture of award if disqualified 
Where an Exhibit or an Exhibitor is disqualified and their prize is forfeited, 
the Event Organisers may (but are not obliged to) promote the Exhibit 
next in order to that prize, whether the Exhibit was awarded a prize or a 
reserve number.  Exhibits next in order, whether awarded a prize or 
reserve number, may also be promoted to the prize next in order. 

Awards 
116. Gold, Silver and Bronze Certificates will be issued to those exhibits 

attaining the requisite points. 
117. Champion Trophies and Certificates will be awarded to the company 

named and product specified on the Entry Form. 
118. Medal winners in the Royal Melbourne Fine Food Awards may be 

asked to provide additional samples (depending on the product) for the 
Awards Presentation Function. 

Trophies 
119.     Trophies will be awarded to the highest scoring gold medal in each 

section. Certificates will be awarded to Gold, Silver and Bronze medal 
winning exhibits. Should two or more exhibits be tied for a trophy, the 
judges may re-judge those exhibits to decide the winner. The final 
decision will be made by the Chairman of Judges. If a Gold medal is 
not awarded in any one class then the trophy will not be awarded. 
To be eligible for the Premier’s Trophy, the exhibit must be 
100% grown and produced in Victoria. 
 

Advertising and Ownership of Awards 
120. Licence to use Trademark 
 Exhibitors awarded a Champion Trophy or Certificate must apply in 

writing to the Organising Committee for a licence to use the ROYAL 
MELBOURNE FINE FOOD AWARDS graphic trademark. Such licence 
and its terms are to be at the absolute discretion of the Organising 
Committee. 

121. Exhibitor advertising 
 No Exhibitor shall advertise or allow to be advertised by any means 

whatsoever, whether by broadcasting, pictorially, or in writing, the fact 
that any Exhibit has won any award unless such advertisement shows 
clearly: 

 (a) the year of award; 
 (b) description of class; 
 (c) the name under which the Exhibit was entered; and 
 (d) in the case of on-packaging advertising, the Exhibits must carry 

the same name and relevant information under which the Exhibit 
was entered. 

 Medal Style Guidelines are available upon request to the Event 
Organisers and must be adhered to. 

122. Ownership of awards 
In entering the Event the Exhibitor acknowledges that all awards are 
owned by the Event Organisers and that the Exhibitor may not promote 
the winning of any award or any association with an award or the 
Event, otherwise than in accordance with the Regulations, or if 
prohibited by the Event Organisers. The Event Organisers may take 
any action they consider necessary in respect of any advertising they 
consider does not comply with the Regulations, including without 
limitation, revoking any award conferred upon an Exhibit. 
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The Royal Agricultural Society of 
Victoria Limited 
ABN 66 006 728 785 

GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL 
COMPETITIONS 
1. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 
1.1 Definitions 

The following definitions apply unless the context requires otherwise. 
Agent includes any person, agent, association or corporation engaged 
by or on behalf of the Exhibitor and any person acting or purporting to 
act on the Exhibitor's behalf (including any person who is an invitee of 
the Exhibitor and regardless of whether the person is remunerated or 
not). 
Assistant Chief Steward means the person occupying or acting in the 
position of Assistant Chief Steward of a section. 
Body includes any society, organisation or body within or outside 
Australia having similar objects to the RASV and, without limitation, 
includes: 
• Royal Agricultural Society of the Northern Territory Inc; 
• Royal National Agricultural & Industrial Association of 

Queensland; 
• Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society of South Australia; 
• Royal Agricultural Society of NSW; 
• Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania; 
• Royal National Capital Agricultural Society; 
• Royal Agricultural Society of WA; and 
• any breed association or society recognised by the RASV. 
Business Day means a week day on which banks in Melbourne are 
open for business. 
Chief Executive means a person occupying or acting in the position of 
Chief Executive of the RASV. 
Chief Steward means the person occupying or acting in the position of 
Chief Steward of a section. 
Closing Date means the date and time set out in the Relevant 
Schedule after which entries for the Event will not be accepted by the 
RASV. 
Entry Booklet means an entry booklet of events and prizes issued by 
the RASV and without limitation, a reference to an Entry Booklet 
includes a reference to the rules, regulations and conditions set out in 
the Schedule. 
Entry Form means an entry form supplied by the RASV for an Event. 
Event includes competition and class and without limitation includes 
any event listed in a Schedule. 
Exhibit means the item entered into an Event by an Exhibitor. 
Exhibitor means the competitor, and if the competitor is less than 
18 years of age, the parent or guardian of the competitor who signs the 
Entry Form. 
Judge means a person appointed by the RASV to judge an Event. 
Motor Vehicle includes a truck, trailer, horse float and stock 
transporter but does not include a caravan. 

 
RASV means The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Limited 
(ACN 006 728 785). 
Regulations means: 
(a) the RASV’s General Regulations For All Competitions;  
(b) the rules, regulations and conditions of entry set out in the 

Relevant Schedule; and  
(c) the rules, regulations and conditions of entry set out on the Entry 

Form for the Event. 
Relevant Entry Booklet means the Entry Booklet which applies to the 
particular Event in which the Exhibitor has submitted or proposes to 
submit an entry in accordance with these Regulations. 
Show means the Royal Melbourne Show. 
Showgrounds means the Melbourne Showgrounds, Epsom Road, 
Ascot Vale, Victoria and includes without limitation all areas owned, 
used, rented or leased by the RASV. 
Steward means a person occupying or acting in the position of 
steward. 

1.2 Interpretation 
Headings are for convenience only and do not affect interpretation.  
The following rules apply unless the context requires otherwise. 
(a) The singular includes the plural and conversely. 
(b) A gender includes all genders. 
(c) If a word or phrase is defined, its other grammatical forms have a 

corresponding meaning. 

(d) A reference to a person, corporation, trust, partnership, 
unincorporated body or other entity includes any of them. 

(e) A reference to a Regulation is a reference to a regulation of these 
Regulations. 

(f) A reference to a regulation, rule or condition of entry is to the 
regulation, rule or condition of entry as amended, varied, 
supplemented, novated or replaced, except to the extent 
prohibited by these regulations. 

(g) A reference to a right or obligation of any two or more persons 
confers that right, or imposes that obligation, as the case may be, 
jointly and severally. 

In the event of an inconsistency between the Regulations and a 
Schedule, the Regulations prevail to the extent of the inconsistency 
unless otherwise provided. 

1.3 Exemptions 
The RASV may, by notice in writing, exempt an Exhibit or an Exhibitor 
from one or more of the obligations or requirements contained in these 
Regulations. 

1.4 Consents or Approvals 
Where the doing of any act, matter or thing under these Regulations is 
dependent upon the consent or approval of a person or is within the 
discretion of a person, the consent or approval may be given or 
discretion may be exercised conditionally or unconditionally or withheld 
by the person in its absolute discretion and without giving or assigning 
any reason for it. 

2. ENTRIES 
2.1 Requirements for entering an Event 

An entry to an Event must be: 
(a) in writing; 
(b) on an Entry Form; 
(c) signed by the Exhibitor or, if the Exhibitor is less than 18 years of 

age, signed by the Exhibitor's parent or guardian; 
(d) accompanied by the entry fee set out in the Relevant Schedule; 

and 
(e) submitted before the Closing Date to the RASV's Registered 

Office. 
2.2 Warranty 

The Exhibitor represents and warrants to the RASV that the 
information set out on the Entry Form is complete, accurate and not 
misleading in any way. 

2.3 Rules and Regulations 
An entry is subject to: 
(a) the Regulations; 
(b) the Relevant Entry Booklet; and 
(c) the rules, regulations and conditions set out on the Entry Form. 

2.4 Entries subject to Rules and Regulations 
Upon submission of an entry in accordance with Regulation 2.1, the 
Exhibitor agrees to be bound by the rules, regulations and conditions 
referred to in Regulation 2.3 and to ensure that each Agent of the 
Exhibitor complies with those rules, regulations and conditions.  An act 
or omission of an Agent of an Exhibitor may be deemed by the RASV 
to be the act or omission of the Exhibitor. 

2.5 Altered entries 
Subject to the Relevant Entry Booklet, an entry may not be altered 
after the Closing Date. 

2.6 Number of Entries 
The RASV may restrict the number of entries in any Event. 

3. ENTRY FEE 
The entry fee becomes the property of the RASV on receipt by the 
RASV and, without limitation, the entry fee paid in respect of an entry 
which is withdrawn or which does not satisfy the requirements for entry 
or conditions of eligibility will not be refunded. 

4. OWNERSHIP OF EXHIBITS 
4.1 Ownership on entry 

At the time the RASV receives the Entry Form for entry to an Event, 
the Exhibit entered into that Event by the Exhibitor must be the 
property of the Exhibitor or held by the Exhibitor under a written lease 
in existence at that time.   

4.2 Ownership on judging 
At the time of judging an Event, each Exhibit entered into that Event by 
an Exhibitor must be the property of the Exhibitor or be held by the 
Exhibitor under a written lease in existence at that time.  An Exhibit 
which is not the property of the Exhibitor or held by the Exhibitor under 
a written lease in existence at the time of judging will be ineligible for 
the Event. 

5. EXHIBIT TICKET 
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 Subject to the Relevant Schedule, the RASV will issue an exhibit ticket 
for an Exhibit unless it otherwise determines. The Exhibitor or an Agent 
of the Exhibitor must produce the exhibit ticket upon a request from the 
RASV or a Steward. 

6. CONDUCT OF EXHIBITORS 
6.1 Compliance with rules and regulations 

Where an Exhibit and/or Exhibitor fails to comply with any of the 
Regulations the RASV may impose one or more of the following 
penalties on the Exhibit or Exhibitor or both of them: 
(a) disqualification; 
(b) suspension; 
(c) a fine; 
(d) order the Exhibit or the Exhibitor, his or her family, invitees and 

Agents be removed from the Showgrounds; or 
(e) any other penalty. 
Without limiting the above, the RASV may forfeit an award, and upon 
forfeiture, the Exhibitor must return any ribbon, money, prize card or 
other evidence of that award to the RASV within seven days after 
receiving notification of the forfeiture. Nothing in this Regulation limits 
Regulation 7. 

6.2 Compliance with directions 
(a) The Exhibitor must fully comply with the directions and requests 

of the RASV.  Without limitation, directions and requests of the 
RASV may apply to the Exhibit, the Exhibitor, the conditions of 
the Event, the conduct of the Exhibitor, the conduct of the Event, 
the decision of the Judge, or the award of prizes. 

(b) Without limiting Regulation 6.2(a), upon a request from the 
RASV, an Exhibitor must make a statutory declaration in the form 
and with respect to matters the RASV in its discretion requires. 

6.3 Statements 
 The Exhibitor must not make a statement regarding an Exhibit, which 

in the opinion of the RASV is fraudulent, false, erroneous, misleading 
or deceptive or likely to mislead or deceive. 

6.4 Tampering 
An Exhibit must not be or have been tampered with or otherwise 
improperly dealt with by an Exhibitor. 

6.5 Mutual Recognition 
The RASV may recognise, act upon and enforce any penalty imposed 
by a Body on an Exhibit or an Exhibitor at any time. 

6.6 Further Proceedings 
The RASV may conduct further proceedings in relation to any matter 
concerning an Exhibitor, an Exhibit, a potential Exhibitor or a potential 
Exhibit, and impose any suspension, fine, disqualification, withdrawal or 
forfeiture of an award, handicap, reprimand, warning or any other 
penalty, irrespective of whether a Body has already imposed a penalty on 
the Exhibitor  
or the Exhibit, or on the potential Exhibitor or the potential Exhibit. 

6.7 Reciprocal Arrangements 
The RASV may enter into reciprocal arrangements with a Body in 
relation to any matter concerning an Exhibit, an Exhibitor, a potential 
Exhibit or a potential Exhibitor. 

7. POWERS OF RASV IN RESPECT TO CONTROL OF THE SHOW 
7.1 Power to refuse to accept an Entry, Exhibit or Exhibitor 

The RASV may refuse to accept an entry for an Event, an Exhibit or an 
Exhibitor or any of them. 

7.2 Power to cancel or alter 
The RASV may: 
(a) alter the Closing Date for an Event, or the Closing Date for receipt 

of any particular entry; 
(b) remove any Exhibit from the Showgrounds or cause any Exhibit 

to be removed from the Showgrounds; 
(c) amend an entry for an Event to, without limitation, substitute an 

alternate competition or class for the competition or class in which 
the Exhibit is or was entered; 

(d) alter the conditions of any Event; 
(e) refuse to display an Exhibit; 
(f) rule that an Exhibit or Exhibitor may not compete or is ineligible to 

compete; 
(g) alter the date, time or place on or at which any Event is 

scheduled to take place or to be judged; 
(h) alter the Judge scheduled to judge any Event; or 
(i) cancel any Event. 
The rights set out above apply notwithstanding: 
(a) the RASV's acceptance of an entry for an Event;  
(b) inclusion of an entry for an Event in the relevant Show Catalogue; 

(c) the issue of an exhibit ticket to an Exhibitor or in respect of an 
Exhibit or an Event; or 

(d) the issue of any other document to an Exhibitor or in respect of 
an Exhibit or an Event. 

8. LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY 
8.1 Release 

Entry to, remaining on and using the Showgrounds or any part of them 
by an Exhibitor is entirely at the risk of the Exhibitor and, to the 
maximum extent permitted by law, the Exhibitor releases the RASV 
(which term includes in this clause the RASV's officers, employees, 
members, contractors and agents), from all claims, demands and 
liabilities of every kind resulting from any accident, damage or injury 
occurring at the Showgrounds and, without limitation, the Exhibitor 
acknowledges and agrees: 
(a) the RASV has no responsibility or liability for any loss, damage or 

injury to or caused by any Exhibit; 
(b) the RASV has no responsibility or liability for any loss, damage or 

injury to or caused by any Exhibitor or any Agent; 
(c) the RASV has no responsibility or liability for any loss, damage or 

injury to a Motor Vehicle or any of its contents whilst it is on the 
Showgrounds or in any car park under the RASV’s control; and 

(d) without limiting Regulations 8.1(a) and 8.1(b) above, the RASV 
has no responsibility or liability for any loss, damage or injury 
resulting from the sale, treatment, failure to treat, destruction, 
disposal or other dealing with any Exhibit, or for any loss, damage 
or injury to any personal belongings, equipment or property 
brought onto the Showgrounds by any person. 

8.2 Indemnity 
To the maximum extent permitted by law, the Exhibitor must indemnify 
and keep indemnified the RASV and its officers, employees, members, 
contractors and agents from and against all actions, claims, demands, 
losses, damages, costs, expenses and liabilities including without 
limitation, consequential loss and loss of profits for which the RASV is 
or may be or become liable in respect of or arising from: 
(a) loss, damage or injury to any person in connection with the 

Exhibit or the relevant Event; 
(b) without limiting Regulation 8.2(a), loss, damage or injury to any 

other Exhibit or Exhibitor, any Agent of any other Exhibitor, or to 
the property of the RASV, or its members, or to the general public 
or any member of the general public, caused or contributed to or 
by any act or omission of an Exhibit of the Exhibitor or by the 
Exhibitor or any Agent of the Exhibitor; and 

(c) without limiting Regulation 8.2(a), loss, damage or injury to the 
Exhibit, or to the Exhibitor or any Agent of the Exhibitor caused or 
contributed to by an act or omission of an Exhibit or by the 
transportation, feeding or housing of an Exhibit . 

8.3 Removal from Showgrounds 
Without prejudice to any other provision in these Regulations, where 
the RASV, its officers, employees, members, contractors or agents 
removes an Exhibit, or causes an Exhibit to be removed, from the 
Showgrounds, the Exhibit is removed or caused to be removed entirely 
at the risk of the Exhibitor.  The person or persons removing the Exhibit 
will be deemed to be the agent of the Exhibitor, and his or her acts and 
omissions will be deemed to be the acts and omissions of the 
Exhibitor. 

9. INFORMATION HANDLING 

The RASV is bound by the National Privacy Principles of the Privacy 
Act 1988 (Cth) and other applicable laws governing privacy.  

9.1 Collection of Personal Information 
(a) The RASV may collect, hold and use personal information about 

Exhibitors, their family members, invitees or Agents.   
(b) The types of information that may be collected include names 

and contact details, credit card details, qualifications, results of 
the Exhibitor’s entry into the relevant Event and any reprimand, 
fine, disqualification, withdrawal of an award or penalty imposed 
on the Exhibitor in connection with entry of the Exhibit in the 
relevant Event.  Information may also be collected from other 
Bodies relating to the Exhibitor’s entry into events held by that 
Body including, without limitation, reprimands, fines, 
disqualifications, withdrawals of awards or penalties imposed. 

(c) Personal information is collected for the purpose of administration 
of Events and the Show, as well as related purposes including, 
without limitation, promoting the Events and the Show, 
maintenance of records of information relevant to qualifications 
for future events, maintenance of health and safety records in 
relation to Events, applicable insurance cover for Events and 
making claims under the RASV’s insurance for incidents which 
involve an Exhibitor and occur during an Event. 

(d) Personal information may also be used for the purpose of 
informing Exhibitors about other events and services offered by 



 
ROYAL MELBOURNE FINE FOOD AWARDS

 

17 
 

the RASV (such as future Shows) by post.  Except in limited 
circumstances, the RASV will seek the consent of the Exhibitor to 
use personal information for this purpose.  The RASV may send 
an Exhibitor publications and information about other events and 
services electronically, if the Exhibitor provides an email address 
for this purpose.   

9.2 Sharing Personal Information 
(a) The RASV may share information with other organisations and 

service providers to assist in administering the Events and the 
Show, including co-sponsors of Events and health service 
providers, indemnity or insurance providers or other Bodies.  

(b) The RASV may also publish winners' details on its websites or 
publications or disclose information about an Exhibitor to the 
media for the purpose of publishing articles on the Exhibitor’s 
participation in the Show, unless the Exhibitor has requested that 
the Exhibitor’s personal information not be published or disclosed 
for these purposes. 

(c) The RASV may also disclose information if otherwise required or 
authorised by law. 

9.3 Access and Correction 
(a) An Exhibitor may contact the RASV if the Exhibitor has a 

complaint or a query about the information handling practices of 
the RASV. 

(b) An Exhibitor may request that the RASV remove any personal 
information about that Exhibitor published in connection with an 
Exhibit or an Event from the RASV’s publications.  The RASV will, 
to the extent that it can reasonably do so and as soon as is 
reasonably practical, remove such information from the relevant 
publications. 

(c) An Exhibitor may request the RASV to provide access to any 
personal information held by the RASV about the Exhibitor, to the 
extent authorised by the Privacy Act and all other applicable laws.  
Those laws may not give rise to a right of access to all information 
or in all circumstances. 

(d) An access request must be made in writing, addressed to: 
Privacy Officer 
The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Limited 
Melbourne Showgrounds 
Epsom Road, Ascot Vale, Victoria, 3032 

10. JUDGING 
10.1 Interference 

The Exhibitor and Agents of the Exhibitor must not consult, influence or 
interfere with a Judge or attempt to consult, influence or interfere with a 
Judge or do any other thing which may influence or interfere with the 
Judge's freedom of choice or judgement unless it is expressly 
authorised by the Relevant Schedule. 

10.2 Indications of Ownership 
The Exhibitor, any Agent of the Exhibitor and the Exhibit must not be 
equipped with or wear or display anything indicating the ownership of 
the Exhibit before or during judgment of the Exhibit unless it is 
expressly authorised by the Relevant Schedule. 

10.3 Decision 
Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Regulations, the 
decision of a Judge as to the merits of the Exhibit and the Exhibitor or 
either of them will be final, and the Exhibitor may not protest or appeal 
the decision. 

10.4 Prizes 
Subject to the Relevant Schedule, a Judge may in his or her opinion: 
(a) award a second or third prize in place of a first prize; 
(b) withhold a prize where a prize should not be awarded; 
(c) where there is a tie for any placing in an Event, award 

subsequent placings so that the next placing will be the number 
of Exhibits already placed plus one (for example, if two Exhibits 
tie for first place, award a third for the next placing); 

(d) where all the prizes offered in an Event have been awarded and a 
further Exhibit is of sufficient merit to deserve a prize, make a 
reserve number of the further Exhibit; or 

(e) give commendations where they are deserved. 
10.5 Disqualifications 

Where an Exhibit or an Exhibitor is disqualified and the applicable 
award is forfeited, the RASV may (but is not obliged to) promote the 
Exhibit next in order to that prize, whether the Exhibit next in order was 
awarded a prize or a reserve number.  Exhibits next in order, whether 
awarded a prize or reserve number, may also be promoted to the prize 
next in order. 

10.6 Prize Cards 
The Exhibitor must ensure that prize cards awarded for an Exhibit are 
displayed with the Exhibit while it is on exhibition. 

11. PROTESTS AND APPEALS 

Protests and appeals may only be made by Exhibitors with Exhibits in 
the class to which the protest relates. 

11.1 Protest to Stewards 
The Exhibitor may protest to either (but not both) the Chief Steward or 
Assistant Chief Steward of the relevant section in relation to conduct, 
judging or any other matter relating to an Event. A protest must be 
made in accordance with the procedures set out in the Relevant 
Schedule and be received by the Chief Steward or Assistant Chief 
Steward (as applicable) within 24 hours after the later of the Show’s 
commencement or the commencement of the applicable Event.  

11.2 Appeal 
The Exhibitor may appeal against: 
(a) a decision made by the RASV pursuant to the Regulations; or 
(b) a decision of the Chief Steward or Assistant Chief Steward in 

relation to a protest under Regulation 11.1. 
11.3 Form of Appeal 

To be an appeal for the purpose of Regulation 11.2 an appeal made by 
the Exhibitor must be: 
(a) in writing setting out in reasonable detail the grounds for the 

appeal; 
(b) addressed to: 

The Chief Executive 
The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Limited 
Administrative Building 
Melbourne Showgrounds  
Epsom Road, Ascot Vale, Victoria 3032; 

(c) accompanied by a deposit of $200.00 (or such other amount as is 
notified from time to time by the RASV for the purpose of this 
Regulation 11.3(c)); and 

(d)  received by the Chief Executive by 5 p.m. on the Business Day 
which is 10 Business Days after the day on which the decision the 
subject of the appeal was made. 

11.4 Review Committee 
For the purposes of this Regulation: a “Review Committee” will be 
comprised of three people selected by the RASV, being persons who 
were not part of, and who are independent of, the committee or 
personnel who made the decision the subject of the appeal. 
Within a reasonable time after receipt by the Chief Executive of an 
appeal complying with Regulation 11.3, the Review Committee will 
meet to consider the appeal. 

11.5 Proceedings of the Review Committee 
In considering an appeal, the Review Committee must: 
(a) give due consideration to the grounds of appeal submitted by the 

Exhibitor and to any other evidence submitted by the Exhibitor; 
(b) give the Exhibitor an opportunity to make oral representations to 

the Review Committee; and 
(c) in its discretion, call for and hear expert opinion. 

11.6 Notification of Review Committee's decision 
The Chief Executive will notify the Exhibitor of the Review Committee's 
decision within 48 hours after that decision is notified by the Review 
Committee to the Chief Executive. The decision of the Review 
Committee is final and the Exhibitor will not have any right of appeal in 
respect of the Review Committee’s decision. 

11.7 Forfeiture of deposit 
Where an appeal is upheld by the Review Committee, the deposit 
referred to in Regulation 16.3 will be refunded to the Exhibitor when or 
within a reasonable time after the decision of the Review Committee is 
notified by the Chief Executive to the Exhibitor.  Where an appeal is not 
upheld by the Review Committee, the deposit referred to in Regulation 
11.3 will be retained by the RASV. 

12. ACCOMMODATION 
12.1 No obligation to provide Exhibit space or accommodation 

(a) The RASV is not obliged to provide space for an Exhibit or 
accommodation for an Exhibitor or any Agent of an Exhibitor.  For 
the purposes of these Regulations, "accommodation" includes 
provision of a space for a person to sleep. 

(b) Where the RASV, in its discretion, allocates space for an Exhibit 
or accommodation for an Exhibitor or any Agent of an Exhibitor, 
only the allocated areas may be used, and only for the purpose 
designated by the RASV. 

12.2 Personal effects 
The RASV has no responsibility or liability for any loss or damage: 
(a)  suffered by an Exhibitor or any Agent of an Exhibitor using space 

provided for an Exhibit or accommodation for an Exhibitor or any 
Agent of an Exhibitor; or 

(b) caused to personal belongings, equipment or property which is 
brought onto the Showgrounds by an Exhibitor or any Agent of an 
Exhibitor. 

13. FIRE REGULATIONS 
13.1 Flames 
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The Exhibitor and any Agent of the Exhibitor must not smoke, cook, or 
heat water by any means whatsoever or use any device involving 
naked flame in or near any animal pavilion, stall, pen or locker. 

13.2 Electrical Interference 
The Exhibitor and any Agent of the Exhibitor must not:  
(a) subject to Regulation 13.3, use mains powered electrical devices 

in or near any animal pavilion, stall, pen or locker; or 
(b) alter or interfere with any electrical wiring, switch, plug or socket 

whatsoever on the Showgrounds. 
13.3 Exceptions 

Nothing in Regulation 13.2(a) prohibits the use of main powered 
electrical appliances which are, in the opinion of the RASV, essential to 
animal care, or the use of a light-bulb in a locker if the light-bulb is fitted 
in the socket provided. 

14. VEHICLE PARKING 
14.1 Loading and Unloading 

With the prior consent of the RASV, Motor Vehicles of an Exhibitor or 
an Agent of an Exhibitor may enter the Showgrounds for the purpose 
of loading or unloading only.  Motor Vehicles must not remain on the 
Showgrounds, and must be removed immediately upon completion of 
loading or unloading. 

14.2 Caravans 
Caravans of an Exhibitor or an Agent of an Exhibitor must not enter or 
remain on the Showgrounds for any purpose, unless in accordance with 
the prior written consent of the RASV. 

14.3 Tow Away 
Any Motor Vehicle or Caravan entering or remaining on the 
Showgrounds in contravention of the Regulations or of any other 
parking rules or restrictions, may be removed from the Showgrounds 
by the RASV and stored. Any costs incurred by the RASV pursuant to 
this Regulation must be paid by the Exhibitor. 

15. AGENTS 
Any person acting or purporting to act as an agent of an Exhibitor is 
deemed to have given the RASV a warranty of his or her authority to 
so act, and the RASV is not required to make any inquiry as to that 
authority. 

16. GOVERNING LAW 
These Regulations are governed by the laws of Victoria. 

 




